31 o                   Samuel Pepys.

Equally pleased with a watch, a coach, a piece

of meat,   a tune  upon  the fiddle, or a fact in

hydrostatics, Pepys was pleased yet more by the

beauty, the worth, the mirth, or the mere scenic

attitude in life of his fellow-creatures.    He shows

himself throughout a sterling humanist    Indeed,

he who loves himself, not in idle vanity, but with

a plenitude of knowledge, is the best equipped of

all to love his neighbours,    And perhaps it is in

this sense that chanty may be most properly said

to  begin  at   home.     It   does  not   matter what

quality a person has : Pepys can appreciate and

love him for it     He "fills  his eyes" with the

beauty of Lady Castlemaine ; indeed, he may be

said to dote upon the thought of her for years; if

a woman be good-looking and not  painted, he

will walk miles to have another sight of her; and

even when a lady by a mischance spat upon his

clothes, he was immediately consoled when he had

observed that she was pretty.    But, on the other

hand, he is delighted to see Mrs. Pett upon her

knees, and speaks thus of his Aunt James : " a

poor, religious, well-meaning, good soul, talking of

nothing   but   God  Almighty,  and   that with  so

much innocence that mightily pleased me."    He

is taken with Pen's merriment and   loose songs,

but not less  taken  with  the sterling  worth   of

Coventry.     He is jolly with   a drunken   sailor,